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news had been received from him; that he knew not what to
do. He asked to be allowed to remain in the Bastille for the
rest of his days, with food and lodging. This was granted,
with as much liberty as he wished.
As for those who were taken from the dungeons where the
hatred of the ministers, of the Jesuits, and of the Constitution
chiefs, had cast them, the horrible state they appeared in ter-
rified everybody, and rendered credible all the cruel stories
which, as soon as they were fully at liberty, they revealed.
The same day on which this merciful decision was come to,
died Madame de la Yieuville, not old, of a cancer in the breast,
the existence of which she had concealed until two days before
her death, and thus deprived herself of help.
A few days after, the finances being in such a bad state, the
Eegent made Crosat treasurer of the order, in return for which
he obtained from him a loan of a million, in bars of silver, and
the promise of another two million. Previous to this, the
hunting establishments of the King had been much, reduced.
Now another retrenchment was made. There were seven in-
tendants of the finances, who, for six hundred thousand livres,
which their places had cost them, enjoyed eighty thousand
livres each per annum. They were all suppressed, and simply
the interest of their purchase-money paid to them ; that is to
say, thirty thousand livres each, -until that purchase-money
could he paid. It was found that there were sixteen hundred
thousand francs owing to our ambassadors, and to our agents
in foreign countries, the majority of whom literally had not
enough to pay the postage of their letters, having spent all
they possessed. This was a cruel discredit to us, all over
Europe. I might fill a volume in treating upon the state and
the arrangements of our finances. But this labour is above rny
strength, and contrary to my taste. I will simply say that as
soon as money could be spared it was sent to our ambassadors
abroad. They were dying of hunger, were over head and ears
in debt, had fallen into utter contempt, and our affairs wcro
suffering accordingly.
The council of the regency, let me say here, was composed

